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Introduction to 
SIOFA

• Southern Indian Ocean RFMO

• 10 Contracting Parties, 1 
Participating Fishing Entity and 2 
Cooperating Non-Contracting 
Parties

• SIOFA objectives: 
▪ ensure the long-term conservation 

and sustainable use of the fishery 
resources

▪ promote the sustainable 
development of fisheries



Understanding the Ecosystem 
Approach to Fisheries 
Management (EAFM)

• Holistic strategy 

• Considers the entire ecosystem rather 
than focusing solely on individual species 
or fisheries

• Balancing ecological, economic, and social 
goals for sustainable marine resource use
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SIOFA’s Integration 
of EAFM

• Article 4a of the SIOFA 
Agreement

• Steps taken to incorporate 
EAFM in CMMs

• Projects supporting this 
integration and providing 
necessary information
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Development of the SIOFA 
Ecosystem Summary

• Main gap: the SIOFA Scientific 
Committee cannot easily access the 
SIOFA fisheries data

• Solution: have the Secretariat 
produce a summary of this data 
tailored to the SC needs

• Key findings on ecological 
interactions and species 
distributions

• Role in informing the Scientific 
Committee’s recommendations
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Development of the SIOFA 
Ecosystem Summary

• Ongoing refinement of the SIOFA 
Ecosystem Summary

• Processes for synthesizing ecological 
data



Mitigating Ecosystem Impacts: Focus on 
Sharks
• Spatial based risk assessments conducted for deepwater sharks

• Conservation measures implemented (SIOFA CMM 12)

• Monitoring and evaluation strategies



Protecting Seabirds and Vulnerable Marine 
Ecosystems (VMEs)
• Bycatch mitigation measures for seabirds

• Identification and protection of VMEs

• Adoption of spatial management and 
precautionary measures



Challenges and Future Directions

• Balancing conservation efforts with 
sustainable resource use

• Addressing data limitations and 
uncertainties (research cruises)

• Future plans for enhancing EAFM 
implementation



Earth provides enough 
to satisfy every man’s 
needs, but not every 
man’s greed. ― 
Gandhi
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