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EAF PRINCIPLES

• Avoid overfishing

• Ensure reversibility & rebuilding

• Minimise fisheries impact

• Consider species interactions

• Ensure compatibility

• Apply the precautionary approach

• Maintain ecosystem integrity

FAO Technical Guidelines, 2003
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• Improve human well-being and equity

• Allocate user rights

• Promote sectoral integration

• Broaden stakeholders’ participation

https://oap.ospar.org/fr/evaluations-ospar/evaluation-intermediare-2017/perspectives-de-levaluation-des-ecosystemes/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/




UNCLOS & EAF

• Arts 61, 63, 64, 
119, 192, 193, 
194, (others in 
Part XII)

• Arts. 61(3), (4), 
63, 64, 119 
(1)(b)

• Arts. 192, 194 
(5), 204-206

• Arts. 61 (2),(3), 
(4), 63, 64, 
119(1) (a)
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See also Koen-Alonso & Diz, in prep.



UNFSA & EAF

• Arts. 6 and 
Annex II, 5 (g), 
10, in addition 
to all others

• Arts. 5(b), (e), 
(j), 6, 7 

• Arts. 5 (d), (f), 
6

• Arts. 5(a), 
(b),(e), (h), (j), 6
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GENERALLY AGREED MINIMUM STANDARDS: UNGA 

RESOLUTIONS ON SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES & FAO 

INSTRUMENTS

• UNCLOS: 

✓ Part V (EEZs) & Part VII (High Seas): In designing 

conservation and management measures to maintain 

or restore populations of  harvested species to MSY 

levels (…) States shall take into consideration (…) the 

interdependence of  stocks and any generally 

recommended international minimum standards, 

whether subregional, regional or global (UNCLOS, 

Arts. 61(3) and 119(1)(a)). 

• UNGA resolutions

• The FAO Code and IPOAs

• FAO Voluntary Guidelines (e.g. 

on bycatch, deep-sea fishing, etc)

• MEAs COP decisions

• Other competent bodies’ 

deliberations (e.g. IMO)

See Diz, 2013; Harrison, 2017; Boyle and Redgwell, 2021



GENERALLY AGREED MINIMUM STANDARDS: UNGA 

RESOLUTIONS ON SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES & FAO 

INSTRUMENTS

• UNFSA’s obligations on its Parties in fulfilling their 

obligation to cooperate through RFMOs/As, States 

shall, inter alia:

✓ adopt and apply any generally recommended 

international minimum standards for the responsible 

conduct of  fishing operations (Art 10 (c). 

 

• UNGA resolutions

• The FAO Code and IPOAs

• FAO Voluntary Guidelines (e.g. on 

bycatch, deep-sea fishing, etc)

• MEAs COP decisions

• Other competent bodies’ 

deliberations (e.g. IMO)

See Diz, 2013; Harrison, 2017; Boyle and Redgwell, 2021



GENERALLY AGREED MINIMUM 

STANDARDS: UNGA RESOLUTIONS ON 

SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES – VME

DEFINITIONS AND REQUESTS OVER 

TIME

ICES, WKVMESTAT
2024

https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/Workshop_on_status_of_vulnerable_marine_ecosystems_in_the_NEAFC_regulatory_area_for_a_5-year_review_WKVMESTAT_/27109789?file=49476801


GENERALLY AGREED MINIMUM STANDARDS: UNGA RESOLUTIONS ON SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES – VME SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE IMPACTS (SAI) 

REQUEST OVER TIME: 

ICES, WKVMESTAT
2024

https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/Workshop_on_status_of_vulnerable_marine_ecosystems_in_the_NEAFC_regulatory_area_for_a_5-year_review_WKVMESTAT_/27109789?file=49476801


FAO & EAF Often overlooked!
(human dimension of the EAF)

• Improve human well-being and equity
• Allocate user rights
• Promote sectoral integration
• Broaden stakeholders’ participation



Regional Fishery Advisory Bodies (RFBs) Regional Fishery Management Organizations
(RFMOs – non species-specific)

FAO Advisory Bodies (Art VI – FAO Constitution) and
FAO Management Bodies (Art XIV- FAO Constitution)

RFBS & EAF

Examples
GFCM Agreement
Explicitly provides for EAF, mandating the respective Commission to 
formulate and recommend conservation and management measures to 
minimize impacts of fishing activities on marine living resources and 
their ecosystems; adopt management plans based on the EAF

CACFish Agreement
Requires this Commission, in performing its functions, formulating and 
recommending conservation and management measures, to apply the 
‘ecosystem approach to conservation and management decisions’

In addition to CCAMLR, the following 
RFMOs enshrine the EAF in its 
constituent instruments:
SPRFMO, NPFC, SIOFA, and NAFO

EAF implicitly in various other RFMOs 
instruments and in CMMs



17 EAF legal components

EAF IN NATIONAL LAWS



CONCLUDING REMARKS

• EAF is an approach that integrates principles 

of  international environmental law and law of  

the sea into sustainable fisheries management

• Operational and normative content of  the 

EAF has been developed and promoted by 

FAO through Technical Guidelines, Guides 

and other tools

• EAF is not only about ecological aspects, but 

is a holistic approach that can also facilitate 

better integration of  social dimensions into 

fisheries management

• EAF is enshrined implicitly and explicitly in 

various FAO instruments, as well as in RFBs 

frameworks (constituent instruments, and 

CMMs)

• Implementation of  EAF is key at national and 

regional levels



THANK YOU

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/gallery/2025/feb/21/seals-sharks-and-spiny-squat-lobsters-underwater-photographer-of-the-year-2025-in-pictures#img-5
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